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Agenda

¸ Basics of Green Power

Â Resources, Markets, Why, and How

¸ Introduction to Green Power Partnership 

Â Mission and Goals

Â Tools and Resources

Â Requirements, Forms, and Procedures

Â Communications Support

Â GPP Data Summary
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What is Green Power?

¸ Electricity generated from 
natural resources that 
replenish themselves over 
short periods of time, including 
the sun, wind, moving water, 
organic plant and waste 
material (biomass), and the 
Earthôs heat (geothermal).

¸ Must be from ñnewò facilities 
placed into service within last 
15 years.

¸ Must be from the ñvoluntaryò 
market.
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Green Power Markets
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¸ Mandatory markets exist because of policy decisions, 
such as state Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS).

¸ Voluntary markets are driven by consumer preference. 

Source: NREL 2013
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Value Proposition to Companies

ñPurchasing green power helps our 
organization become more 
sustainable while also sending a 
message to others that supporting 
clean sources of electricity is a sound 
business decision and an important 
choice to help fight climate change.ò 
- Jodi Shapiro, VP, Environment, 
Health and Safety, Motorola. 

¸ Environmental

ü Addresses indirect GHG emissions (Scope 2 emissions)

¸ Potential Electricity Cost Savings and/or Stability

ü Reduce exposure to fossil fuel price volatility 

¸ Economic Development

ü Job creation

ü Local/regional economic growth

¸ Demonstrate Leadership

ü Enhance image

ü Differentiate products/services

ü Improve employee morale/attract and retain talent
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Green Power ïProduct Options

¸ Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs)
Â The environmental ñattributesò of electricity generated from 

renewable resources (1 REC = 1 MWh)

Â Attributes are based on the generation technology type and age, 
geographic location, and time of generation

Â Does not include the underlying electrons ïñunbundledò

¸ Green Power Electricity Products
Â Green power offered by utility suppliers that is generated from 

renewable sources

Â Is a ñbundledò product that includes both the RECs and underlying 
electrons

¸ Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) for Renewables
Â Usually a long-term contract to procure RECs and underlying 

electrons from a specific project

¸ On-site Generation
Â Install a renewable system on-site (e.g. solar panels, wind turbine)

Â Produces both electricity and RECs from the on-site source

Â Self-financed installation or via a third -party PPA

http://www.nrel.gov/data/pix/Jpegs/10926.jpg
http://www.nrel.gov/data/pix/Jpegs/10926.jpg
http://www.nrel.gov/data/pix/Jpegs/10862.jpg
http://www.nrel.gov/data/pix/Jpegs/10862.jpg
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Green Power Partnership Overview

¸ Summary
Â The U.S. EPAôs Green Power Partnership is a free, voluntary program that 

encourages organizations to use green power as a way to reduce the 
environmental impacts associated with conventional electricity use. 

¸ Objectives
Â Reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions

Â Expand the voluntary green power market

Â Standardize green power procurement as part of best practice environmental 
management

Â Provide recognition platform for organizations using green power in the hope 
that others follow their lead

¸ Current Status
Â 1,300 Partners using 27.3 billion kWh of green power annually, equivalent to the 

annual carbon dioxide emissions from electricity use of more than three million 
average American homes.


