




Evaluation Criteria Weight

New Build Renewable Generation 
Approach

1/3

Local & Equitable Co-benefits 1/3
Pricing 1/3

Projects that provide opportunities for Chicago 
residents of diverse backgrounds to 
meaningfully participate in, and benefit 
from, the low-carbon economy will be favorably 
considered







Ignacio Fernandez Stearns
Google



PURPOSE DRIVEN SOLAR 
DEVELOPMENT 

Annie Lappé, Vice President, Policy and Impact
September, 2023
Renewable Energy Markets 



Our Services:

• Project Development
• Site Acquisition & Management
• Utility Development Services
• Structured Financing
• Asset Management Services
• EPC Management
• Community Solar Subscriber 

Management

NATIONAL LEADER

2.2 GW
Built, awarded, or in 
development

With over a decade in the industry, Pivot offers deep experience 
across the full breadth of solar development and management 
capabilities. We leverage both regional expertise and physical 
presence in our key markets.



DRIVING IMPACT

CLIMATE
Carbon 

Emissions

CONSERVATION
Land Stewardship & 

Environmental 
Integrity 

COMMUNITY
Social Impact 
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Equity and Environmental-Justice Centered Renewable Energy



Pipeline: 15 MW



• Financing vs funding

• Philanthropic

• Stacked RECs
• Roof/Land 

• Subscription
• S-RECs (Solar Stewards)

• Carbon Offsets (Clearloop)

Corporate Investment
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RESOURCE KIT – Access via individual links

MSFT Opensource Materials

1. Environmental justice in renewable energy 
procurement – Lessons Learned

2. EJ Measurement & Evaluation Framework

City of Chicago Opensource Materials

1. 2022 Climate Action Plan

2. Renewable Energy Procurement RFP

Additional Resources, Initiatives, and Partner 
Organizations

1. The Spectrum of Community Engagement to Ownership

2. The Just Transition PowerForce

3. Sustain Our Future Foundation

4. Solar Stewards

5. ClearLoop

6. VoteSolar

7. Justice40 Initiative
Questions?
jenny.carney@wsp.com

https://query.prod.cms.rt.microsoft.com/cms/api/am/binary/RE5cgC0
https://query.prod.cms.rt.microsoft.com/cms/api/am/binary/RE5cgC0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dFqkwRjbwohyyhkSi8Onk91hFcnTUHBw/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/climate-action-plan/documents/Chicago-CAP-071822.pdf
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dgs/supp_info/RFP_Electricity_Supply.html
https://communityscience.astc.org/resources/the-spectrum-of-community-engagement-to-ownership/
https://emeraldcities.org/our-work/just-transition-powerforce/
https://www.sustainourfuture.org/
https://solarstewards.net/
https://clearloop.us/
https://votesolar.org/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/


RESOURCE KIT – Request Access to Google Drive 
via QR code
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DRIVING IMPACT
Pivot is a leader in environmentally responsible and socially impactful solar development. The following 
categories show how Pivot’s commitment to following an ESG strategy by default sets us apart from the 
competition. 

CLIMATE
Reduce Carbon Emissions

CONSERVATION
Land Stewardship & Environmental Integrity 

COMMUNITY
Social Impact 

Displaced GHG emissions from 
fossil fuel use by project Low-till construction practices to maintain top soil Dedicated community engagement team to 

interface with community members

Hourly emission data modeling Planting of native grasses to support soil moisture 
and forage productivity

Community investment tied to all projects, with a 
baseline of $5k/MW(AC) 

Wildlife friendly fencing Income-limited participation through community 
solar subscriptions

Sheep grazing that replaces mechanical mowing

Decommissioning plan to recycle and reuse 
equipment



CUSTOMIZED IMPACT+ PROJECTS
Pivot is ready to work with your team to design innovative high impact projects that help you meet your climate 
and community goals. Our team has experience designing and building projects that push the boundaries of what 
renewable energy can deliver, creating meaningful co-benefits for the communities our projects are located in.

CLIMATE
Reduce Carbon Emissions

CONSERVATION
Land Stewardship & Environmental 

Integrity 
COMMUNITY

Social Impact 

Siting for high emissionality Dual-use clean energy and food 
production within the project 

Proactive community listening sessions to 
design the project w/ community input

24/7 dispatchability (storage) Beekeeping and honey production Community Benefits Agreements

Siting on brownfields or degraded land High levels of income-limited participation 
in a project (up to 50% and beyond)

On the job training opportunities for local 
residents + scholarships to attend formal 

training programs



Low-Income Communities Bonus Credit Program 



SOLAR FOR ALL → GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION 
FUND 

The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) will make funding available on a competitive basis for financial and 
technical assistance for projects that reduce or avoid greenhouse gas emissions and other forms of air pollution, with 
a particular emphasis on projects in low-income and disadvantaged communities.

Objectives of the GGRF are to:

a. reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and other air pollutants
b. deliver benefits to low-income and disadvantaged communities
c. mobilize financing and private capital to stimulate additional deployment of greenhouse gas and air pollution 

reducing projects. 

The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund will be implemented via two programs: 
a. The $7 billion Zero-Emissions Technologies Program, which will award $7 billion in competitive grants to 

implement Clean Air Act Section 134 (a)(1).

b.  The $19.97 billion General Assistance and Low-Income and Disadvantaged Communities Program, 
which will award $19.97 billion in competitive grants to implement Clean Air Act Section 134(a)(2) and Section 
134(a)(3). 



$7B SOLAR FOR ALL FUND DETAILS

EPA will obligate the $7 billion for grants under this program by October, 2024. 
Applications must be received by October 2023. Almost every state is applying + tribes. 

EPA expects to award up to 60 grants through this program; EPA may revise this allocation 
as it proceeds with program design and development of Notices of Funding Opportunities 
(NOFO).

Eligible entities → $7 billion in competitive grants to states, municipalities, Tribal 
governments, and “eligible NGO recipients”

Grantees must direct all funding to provide financial and technical assistance to enable 
low-income and disadvantaged communities to deploy or benefit from zero-emission 
technologies, in alignment with the Biden-Harris Administration’s Justice40 Initiative. 

Projects will be prioritized that deliver financial and technical assistance to projects that 
deploy residential and community solar, associated storage technologies, and related 
upgrades.  Additionally, this program will support the creation of high-paying jobs. 



Heather Schrock, Director, Environmental Partnerships

Equity and Environmental-Justice Centered Renewable Energy



How do you define a successful environmental justice and renewable energy outcome?





Barriers
• Workforce and Staff capacity
• Technical Knowledge
• Siting/Interconnection
• Payback
• Billing systems/subscriptions
• Equitable participation
• Customization 
• Scale
• Meaningful benefits
• Who is going to manage projects for 

20+years?
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Decarbonizing the Grid 
and Expanding Access 
to Clean Energy

Bottom line: Our corporate partners accelerate the 
decarbonization of the grid by financially supporting 
the installation of new solar projects that achieve 
the greatest carbon reduction and socio-economic 
impacts in the American communities that need it 
the most.

Making Solar do 
More, for More

The science of Emissionality 
guides project location

Intentionally investing in 
an equitable clean 
energy transition

Regenerative Energy® 
sequesters more carbon

Long-term partner to 
communities 



Heather Schrock, Director, Environmental Partnerships

hschrock@b-e-f.org


