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Carbon Offsets Reduce Scopes 1 & 3
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Source: WRI/WBCSD Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting 
Standard (PDF)
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• [Scope 1] After conservation and 
efficiency efforts, use Carbon 
Offset or Renewable Fuels 
products for remaining footprint

• [Scope 2] Offsets can be used for 
Scope 2, but not recommended 
when renewable electricity is 
available

• [Scope 3] Carbon offsets or 
Renewable Fuels products, 
coupled with supply chain 
guidance measures

Carbon offsets and 
Renewable Fuels 
products/services

https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard_041613_2.pdf
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard_041613_2.pdf


A certificate representing the removal or reduction of one metric ton 
(2,205 lbs) of carbon dioxide (or equivalent) emissions (mtCO2e)

What is a carbon offset?
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Renewable Energy Industrial Gas Destruction
Energy Efficiency Coal Mine Methane 

Capture
Fuel Switching Agriculture, Forestry and 

Other Land Use (AFOLU)
Landfill Methane Capture Industrial Process 

Emissions
Livestock Methane Capture Transportation

•Permanence 
•Additionality
•Verified
•Enforceable
•Real
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Carbon offsets must cause additional 
emission reductions

Baseline Scenario 
(BAU)

Emissions Reductions
(1 tonne = 1 carbon offset)
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Credit Lifecycle

Greenhouse gas 
emissions 
reduction

Carbon offset 
project



Green-e® Climate Certification of Carbon Offsets
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No retail oversight leaves room for:
• Bad Actors (“Boiler rooms”)
• Fraud and Double Selling
• Deception
• Mistakes
Causing risk for buyer and seller

Project-level 
certification standards

Green-e® retail certification 
standard minimizes these risks 
and sets quality standards for 
project-level certification



SO MUCh to do – Where do we begin?

Source: Ecosystem Marketplace, 2021 – “What's in a Category? Carbon Offset Project 
Typology”, https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/publications/state-of-the-

voluntary-carbon-markets-2021/
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