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Introduction.
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Nongovernmental Organization (NGO) 
creating policy and market solutions to 
advance sustainable energy since 1997.

• Expert assistance

• Renewable energy and climate policy

• Clean Energy Accounting Project (CEAP)
• Renewable Energy Markets annual conference

• REM Asia, Singapore, April 29-30

• REM US, Denver, September 16-18

• Green-e® certification for suppliers and users of 
renewable electricity, carbon offsets and renewable 
fuels in the voluntary market

About Center for Resource Solutions
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Green-e® References and Endorsements
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LEED points issued to 
buildings using Green-e® 
certified renewable 
electricity/RECs

https://www.green-e.org/about/references © 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.

https://www.green-e.org/about/references


Green-e® Energy Verification Report
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By the Numbers

➢ Over 114 million MWh

➢ 1.3 million retail purchasers, of 

which 314,000 were businesses

➢ 26% increase in Direct procurement

Green-e® Energy Certified Retail Sales by Product Type (MWh)

Full Verification Report Data: resource-solutions.org/g2023/ © 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.

https://resource-solutions.org/g2023/


1 .3 million retail purchasers buy Green-e® certified renewable energy, 
including 314,000 businesses, including some brands you may know:

Who Buys Green-e®?  
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Among the 314,000 business purchasers of Green-e® certified renewable 
energy, are over 100 colleges and universities and 948 companies, institutions, 
and buildings that buy >10,000 MWh annually

Who Buys Green-e®?  
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46% 26%

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.



Benefits.
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Benefits of Green-e ® Certification

Consumer Credibility.  Green-e® is the leading 3rd party verification in renewable 
energy markets.  

Quality Assurance. Certified renewable energy products meet rigorous 
environmental, sustainability, and marketing claims standards.

Risk Reduction.  Protects against double counting and claiming, creating 
confidence in clean energy purchases.

Compliance with Sustainability & Reporting Standards.  Green-e® helps prequalify 
businesses for LEED, U.S. EPA’s Green Power Partnership (GPP) and WRI’s GHG 
Protocols (among others).

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  All rights reserved



Benefits of Certification
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Qualifies buyers for Green-e® Marketplace

• Provides guidance for making credible, FTC and GHG Protocols compliant renewable 
electricity marketing claims

• Marketing Claims are validated and certified at either the corporate or on-product level

• Over 800 products made with renewable energy display the Green-e® Certification mark

• Participants include Bigelow Tea, Procter & Gamble, Sephora , Kao and Church & Dwight

Can also certify Events, 

Locations, Datacenters, 

and EV Fleets/Chargers!

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.



9 out of the Top 10 Utility Green Pricing 
Programs are Green-e® Participants

PAGE  11

NREL’s Top Ten Green Power Programs (2022 data): 
https://www.nrel.gov/analysis/assets/pdfs/green-pricing-top-10-2022-data-plus-archives-11-2-2023.pdf

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.

https://www.nrel.gov/analysis/assets/pdfs/green-pricing-top-10-2022-data-plus-archives-11-2-2023.pdf


Example Green-e® Participants
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Example Green-e® Participants
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CCAs Currently Offering Green-e® Products
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Green-e® 
Energy 
Overview.
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Example Green-e® Energy 
REC Chain of Custody
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Uncertified sellers cannot sell Green-e® 
certified, even if purchasing Green-e® certified
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Types of Transactions
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When there are multiple parties taking possession of the REC before it is ultimately 
consumed, transactions to these middle parties in the chain of custody are known in the 
market as "wholesale transactions".  The final sale to the consumer of the credit is known 
as a "retail transaction".

Retail End-Use 
Customer
(Energy 

Consumer)

R

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.



• 15-year “New Date”

• Must be surplus to regulation

• No double counting, selling or claiming

• GHG reduction benefits must be included

• State-specific requirements and restrictions

• Vintage requirements

Supply Must Meet the Green-e® Standard
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6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 3 MONTHS

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.



Product 
Options.
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Certifications for  
sellers…

✓ Utility green power programs

✓ Community solar

✓ RECs

✓ Competitive electricity products 

✓ Carbon offsets 

✓ Community choice aggregation

✓ Carbon offset natural gas 
programs

✓ Federally eligible 

Certifications for  
buyers…

✓ PPAs (delivered or virtual)

✓ On-site power

✓ Corporate purchasers

✓ Products manufacturing

✓ Conferences and trade 
shows

✓ EV charging stations

✓ Paper and printers

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.



Customer Type
• Commercial or Residential
Resource Mix
• Fixed Mix (Required for Residential)

• All customers get the same mix of resources (ex: 80% Wind, 20% Solar)
• Variable Mix

• Up to 100 different resource mixes
REC Broker
• Does not require ownership of REC in broker’s tracking system account

• For transactions between generators and end-use customers only

Product Type
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Utility Green Pricing/Competitive Electricity vs REC-only Product

• Utility Green Pricing/Competitive Electricity/CCAs – Bundled product 
with REC and Electricity sold together

• Must be sourced and sold within the customer's state, NERC region 
or ISO Balancing Authority Area 

• REC product – Unbundled product where RECs sold separately from 
electricity

• Can be sourced nationally in the US and Canada

• Require customer disclosures around what a REC is and  cannot be 
referred to as “renewable energy”, “green power” or “clean energy”

Product Type
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For renewable electricity or EACs purchased directly from a renewable electricity 

generation facility owned by another party or the participant

• Does not require annual Marketing Compliance Review Audit

• Buyer or seller can participate/certify

Green-e® Direct
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Can certify contracts for the length of their term, up to 30 years maximum

(i.e. over the 15-year “New Date”)

• For renewable electricity/EACs purchased directly from a renewable electricity generation 

facility owned by another party or the participant

• Contract for supply must be executed within the first year of facility operation

Long-Term Contract Exception



The 15-year generator “New Date” requirement may be extended to the tariff 

commitment length (up to 30 years) if:

• For products offered to non-residential customers, at least 25% of generation must be 

committed to customers that sign up for the longest option term in their procurement 

agreement

• The product must be structured such that every customer enrolled receives renewable 

electricity from pre-specified eligible facilities that are dedicated to the product; additional 

resources may be added but none should be removed

• The product contains non-residential customer commitment lengths no shorter than 5 

years

Tariffs With Long-Term Contract Options 
(Utility Only)
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Green-e® Energy certified product for Federal Agencies to meet EO 14057

• Biden administration’s EO 14057: Catalyzing Clean Energy Industries and Jobs Through 

Federal Sustainability

• Generator must be placed in service on or after October 1, 2021

• Generator must be in the same grid as where energy is consumed

• Reduces risk to buyers and sellers to ensure supply complies with EO 14057

• No product base fee for existing Green-e® participants

Federal Option
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Program 
Requirements.
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CRS Listed ≠ Green-e® Certified
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CRS Listed



Generators Must Submit Tracking Attestations
(CRS Listed)
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• Submission form: https://www.green-e.org/energy/about-tracking-attestation

• CRS Listed Facilities: https://www.green-e.org/tracking

• New or Renewal attestations will expire annually

• Annual Fee: $200

Paying by credit card greatly speeds up processing time

© 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  A ll rights reserved.

DELETE?????

https://www.green-e.org/energy/about-tracking-attestation
https://www.green-e.org/tracking
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Annual Verification Audit

Who:  All Green-e Energy® Certified sellers or buyers (Participants)

What:  Audit of Green-e® Energy products sales and transactions 

Purpose:  Ensures no double counting and double claiming of RECs
        RECs sourced from qualified newer facilities
        RECS meet carbon accounting and reporting standards

Platform:  Launching new Verification system for RY2024
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Participant Responsibilities for the Annual 
Verification Audit Include

GREEN-E® Energy Participants Auditor

Hire CIA/CPA    
* green-e.org/auditors *

Complete CRS’ Verification Audit Protocol Document 
* Inspect REC retirements and transfers & match to specific 

REC sales *

Copy of REC retirement & transfer report from 
tracking system

Submit Tracking Attestation for generators 
to be CRS Listed

Submit RPS/State Compliance specific materials

Upload Green-e® marketing materials : PPCL, HPCL

https://www.green-e.org/auditors
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Verification and Green-e ® Resources
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Helpful Documents in the Participant Portal

Document Helpful Information

Green-e® Renewable Energy Standard for 
Canada and the U.S. (4.3)

• RPS State Specific Requirements
• Renewable Resource Eligibility
• Boundary Restrictions

Green-e® Energy Code of Conduct (2.3)

• Timeline & Deadlines
• Marketing Materials 
• Verification & MCR details

Green-e® Purchaser Certificate
• Proof of certification for REC or 

electricity 
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Who:  All Green-e® Certified Participants except Direct products

What:  Review marketing materials; No auditor required

Purpose: Ensures participants are marketing product correctly and 
following the Green-e® Energy Code of Conduct. 

Platform:  Submittable

Annual Marketing Compliance Review
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Green-e® Energy Marketing Materials



MONTH WEEK DEADLINE

February 3 UNAUDITED VERIFICATION AND PRODUCT MIX CHANGE DUE

May 1 REQUEST FOR VERIFICATION SUBMISSIONS EXTENSIONS

June 1 VERIFICATION IS DUE

August 4 MARKETING COMPLIANCE REVIEW IS DUE

37

Green-e® Timeline and Deadlines



Contact.
Michelle McGinty
SENIOR MANAGER, PARTNERSHIPS & PROGRAM OUTREACH
michelle.mcginty@resource-solutions.org
415.568.4284

Gabby Easthouse
MANAGER, INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION
gabby.easthouse@resource-solutions.org
415-568-4285

www.resource-solutions.org © 2024 Center for Resource Solutions.  All rights reserved.

www.green-e.org

mailto:gabby.easthouse@resource-solutions.org
https://resource-solutions.org/
http://www.green-e.org/
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