REC Best Practices and Claims

For every megawatt-hour of clean, renewable electricity generation, a renewable energy certificate (REC)
is created. A REC embodies all of the environmental attributes of the generation and can be tracked and
traded separately from the underlying electricity.

How RECs Work

Example Claims for a Solar Panel
Owner or Leaseholder

REC: 1 MWh
Solar Attribute

1 Megawatt-Hour
(MWh) of Solar
Generation

1MWh
Electricity
(Null Power)

Electronic tracking systems are a useful tool for
tracking ownership of RECs:

REC: 1 MWh
Solar Attribute

1 Megawatt-Hour
(MWh) of Solar
Generation

Tracking System

1 MWh

Electricity
(Null Power)

Renewable Energy
Certificate Tracking Systems
in North America

O] ERCOT: Electric Reliability Council of Texas

[0 MIRECS: Michigan Renewable Energy
Certfcation System

[l M-RETS: The Midwest Renewable Energy
Tracking System

Il NAR: North Americar

[ NC-RETS: North Carolina Renewable
Energy Tracking System

[ NEPOOL-GIS: New England Power Pool
Generation Information System

B8 NVTREC: Nevada Tracks Renewable
Energy Credits

[l NYGATS: New York Generation Attribute
Tracking System (in development)

[ PIM-GATS: PIM's Generation Attribute
Tracking System

©lcrs|

[E WREGIS: WECC's Wester Renewable
Energy Generation Information System Hetana

REC Best Practices

Example 1

REC: 1 MW
Salar Mtribute

Example 2
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Example 3

REC: 1 MW
Salar ri-.
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Example 4

Keeps and retires RECs and is the only party to
make claims about using the renewable energy.
Claim: “We use renewable energy.”

Does not own the RECs and makes public
claims about using renewable energy.
Claim: “We use solar power.”

DOUBLE CLAIM

Keeps the RECs but a third party (such as a
utility) makes a public claim about delivering
the renewable energy to other customers, such
as through a renewable portfolio standard.
Utility Claim: “Al/ solar installations in our
territory contribute to our state requirements
to deliver renewable energy to consumers.”

DOUBLE CLAIM

Does not own the RECs but makes clear, accurate,
and prominent statements about who owns the RECs.

Claim: “We host a solar PV system, and sell the
renewable energy to other parties.”

1. Be clear in your contracts and power purchase agreements: who owns the RECs? Be specific and accurate about
REC ownership and renewable energy claims
. If you are making a claim about using renewable energy, make sure you own and retire the RECs

. Use electronic REC tracking systems if possible
. Educate owners of solar panels about what types of claims they can make, whether they are keeping the RECs or

selling them to another party

. If you don’t own the RECs, don’t make public claims about using renewable energy

. Get your sales and/or claims independently certified
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Learn more at green-e.org/learn




